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Office of the Secretary of Transportation § 37.171

to allow the individual with a dis-
ability to occupy the seat or secure-
ment location: 

(i) Individuals, except other individ-
uals with a disability or elderly per-
sons, sitting in a location designated as 
priority seating for elderly and handi-
capped persons (or other seat as nec-
essary); 

(ii) Individuals sitting in or a fold-
down or other movable seat in a wheel-
chair securement location. 

(2) This requirement applies to light 
rail, rapid rail, and commuter rail sys-
tems only to the extent practicable. 

(3) The entity is not required to en-
force the request that other passengers 
move from priority seating areas or 
wheelchair securement locations. 

(4) In all signage designating priority 
seating areas for elderly persons and 
persons with disabilities, or desig-
nating wheelchair securement areas, 
the entity shall include language in-
forming persons sitting in these loca-
tions that they should comply with re-
quests by transit provider personnel to 
vacate their seats to make room for an 
individual with a disability. This re-
quirement applies to all fixed route ve-
hicles when they are acquired by the 
entity or to new or replacement sign-
age in the entity’s existing fixed route 
vehicles. 

[56 FR 45621, Sept. 6, 1991, as amended at 58 
FR 63103, Nov. 30, 1993]

§ 37.169 Interim requirements for over-
the-road bus service operated by 
private entities. 

(a) Private entities operating over-
the-road buses, in addition to compli-
ance with other applicable provisions 
of this part, shall provide accessible 
service as provided in this section. 

(b) The private entity shall provide 
assistance, as needed, to individuals 
with disabilities in boarding and dis-
embarking, including moving to and 
from the bus seat for the purpose of 
boarding and disembarking. The pri-
vate entity shall ensure that personnel 
are trained to provide this assistance 
safely and appropriately. 

(c) To the extent that they can be ac-
commodated in the areas of the pas-
senger compartment provided for pas-
sengers’ personal effects, wheelchairs 

or other mobility aids and assistive de-
vices used by individuals with disabil-
ities, or components of such devices, 
shall be permitted in the passenger 
compartment. When the bus is at rest 
at a stop, the driver or other personnel 
shall assist individuals with disabil-
ities with the stowage and retrieval of 
mobility aids, assistive devices, or 
other items that can be accommodated 
in the passenger compartment of the 
bus. 

(d) Wheelchairs and other mobility 
aids or assistive devices that cannot be 
accommodated in the passenger com-
partment (including electric wheel-
chairs) shall be accommodated in the 
baggage compartment of the bus, un-
less the size of the baggage compart-
ment prevents such accommodation. 

(e) At any given stop, individuals 
with disabilities shall have the oppor-
tunity to have their wheelchairs or 
other mobility aids or assistive devices 
stowed in the baggage compartment 
before other baggage or cargo is loaded, 
but baggage or cargo already on the 
bus does not have to be off-loaded in 
order to make room for such devices. 

(f) The entity may require up to 48 
hours’ advance notice only for pro-
viding boarding assistance. If the indi-
vidual does not provide such notice, 
the entity shall nonetheless provide 
the service if it can do so by making a 
reasonable effort, without delaying the 
bus service.

§ 37.171 Equivalency requirement for 
demand responsive service oper-
ated by private entities not pri-
marily engaged in the business of 
transporting people. 

A private entity not primarily en-
gaged in the business of transporting 
people which operates a demand re-
sponsive system shall ensure that its 
system, when viewed in its entirety, 
provides equivalent service to individ-
uals with disabilities, including indi-
viduals who use wheelchairs, as it does 
to individuals without disabilities. The 
standards of § 37.105 shall be used to de-
termine if the entity is providing 
equivalent service.
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